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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This report serves as a background paper to a discussion on hate crime in London.  

 

 

2. Recommendations 

 

2.1 That the Committee notes the action taken by the Chair under delegated authority, in 

consultation with the party Group Lead Members, to agree the scope for the Committee’s 

investigation of hate crime. 

 

2.2 That the Committee notes the report as background to the discussion on hate crime in 

London and notes the subsequent discussion. 

 

2.3 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair of the Committee, in consultation 

with party Group Lead Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, to agree any output from 

the discussion.  

 
 

3. Background  
 
3.1 Hate crime is defined as “any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, 

to be motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a person's race or perceived race; religion or 

perceived religion; sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation; disability or perceived disability 

and any crime motivated by hostility or prejudice against a person who is transgender or perceived 

to be transgender."1    

 

3.2 Not all hate incidents reported to the police are counted as hate crimes. A hate ‘incident’ is “any 

incident which the victim, or anyone else, thinks is based on someone’s prejudice towards them 

because of their race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or because they are transgender.” The 

incident is counted as a hate crime when a criminal offence occurs.2 

                                                 
1 Metropolitan Police, What is hate crime  
2 This includes, for example, assaults; criminal damage; hate mail (Malicious Communications Act 1988); causing harassment, 
alarm or distress (Public Order Act 1986); harassment; murder; sexual assault; theft; fraud; or burglary. See Citizens Advice, What 
are hate incidents and hate crime  

https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/hco/hate-crime/what-is-hate-crime/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/discrimination/hate-crime/what-are-hate-incidents-and-hate-crime/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/discrimination/hate-crime/what-are-hate-incidents-and-hate-crime/


        

 

3.3 The number of hate crimes being recorded by the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) has risen in 

recent years. This has been attributed to a range of factors, including a growing willingness of 

victims to report, an improved awareness of the police in identifying offences, and work with 

partners to support victims. In 2017/18, nearly a quarter of all hate crime prosecutions in England 

and Wales were in London, but conviction rates were among the lowest across England and Wales.3 

 

3.4 The Mayor has said that City Hall and the MPS will take a “zero-tolerance approach” to hate crime. 

He has made several commitments related to hate crime in his Police and Crime Plan, with the aims 

of encouraging more victims of hate crime to report; reducing the level of repeat victimisation; 

reducing the rates of attrition in hate crime cases as they progress through the criminal justice 

process; and improving the level of satisfaction of victims of hate crime with the service they receive 

from the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) and the criminal justice system. 
 

3.5 At its meeting on 14 May 2019, the Committee agreed to delegate authority to the Chair, in 

consultation with the party Group Lead Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, to agree the scope 

for the Committee’s scrutiny review of hate crime, which is set out in section 4 below. 
 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 

 

4.1 The Committee’s investigation aims to: 

 Assess the Mayor’s progress in protecting Londoners from hate crime; 

 Assess the Mayor’s progress in delivering better support for victims of hate crime; 

 Examine the effectiveness and impact of the MPS’s operational response to hate crime; and 

 Examine the role third sector organisations can play in assisting the Mayor and MPS’s response. 

 

4.2 The meeting will enable the Committee to hear from organisations representing victims of various 

types of hate crime. Members will seek views on the effectiveness of the Mayor’s actions to date and 

the current challenges and opportunities are in reducing the level of hate crime. Guest organisations 

will include: 

 The Community Security Trust 

 Hope Not Hate 

 Tell Mama  

 Galop 

 Others guest organisations to be confirmed. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

                                                 
3
 See Crown Prosecution Service, Hate Crime Annual Report 2017–18, 16 October 2018  

https://www.cps.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/cps-hate-crime-report-2018.pdf


        

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  None 

 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers:  Member Delegated Authority Form 1067 (scope for hate crime investigation) 

 

Contact Officer: Becky Short, Policy Adviser 

Telephone: 020 7983 4760 

E-mail: becky.short@london.gov.uk 
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